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Canada’s Largest Choose & Cut Farm
Choose & cut trees, wreaths, garland & greenery. 
Santa Claus welcoming visitors in his home, 
magician, face painters, horse drawn wagon 
rides, bon fire and delicious country fare on 
weekends. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, weekend 
activities 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekend festivities 
begin Nov. 17th.

The Evergreen Store
Complete source for Home Décor, seasonal 
decorating and gifts. Open now 7 days a week!

705-424-9719 | 6635 Simcoe Road 56
RR#1 Egbert, ON L0L 1L0
info@drysdales.ca | www.drysdales.ca

15 minutes
from Barrie!

Weddings, Corporate  
Events & Gift Certificate 

Programs

Cousins Jonathan 
Hiltz and Brooke Opa-
towski are rocking the 
art world with the Rock 
n’ Roll Art Show.

Together, the Thorn-
hill-based painters have 
collaborated and ven-
tured into a new style 
which incorporates im-
ages of  famous musi-
cians and icons within 
abstract paintings. The 
images, which come 
from the legendary 
Bruce Cole Collection 
of  photographs, are in-
corporated into abstract 
artwork to create an 
original piece.

“We felt there was 
a natural synergy be-
tween music and art 
and thought combining 
the two would appeal to 
people who loved both,” 
said Hiltz.

Bruce Cole is a legend-
ary rock photographer 
who, in the late ‘60s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s, took pictures 
of  some of  the most fa-
mous musicians and 
performers in the world 
including Michael Jack-
son, Tina Turner, Bryan 
Adams, Bob Dylan, Anne 
Murray and Rush. The 
Rock n’ Roll Art Show 
is a collaboration of  the 
three artists – Hiltz, his 
father-in-law Cole and 
Opatowski.

Hiltz and Opatowski 
have been hosting art 
shows together for years.

“We are both abstract 
painters but we have 
very different styles,” 
said Hiltz, a graduate 
of  the visual arts pro-
gram at Centennial Col-
lege. “By hosting shows 
together, we thought we 
could offer more of  a va-
riety of  art.”

The team started in-
fusing rock and roll im-
ages into their work in 
June and had their first 
art show in July at the 
Watusi Restaurant in To-
ronto’s Gallery District. 
The artwork was then on 
display for a month-long 
show at Steam Whistle 
Gallery in September.

“We work really well 
together, we make a re-
ally great team,” said 
Opatowski, a graduate 
of  the Ontario College 
of  Art and Design. She 
has been painting since 

she was 10 years old. 
“It’s like always having 
a mentor or teacher with 
you.”

As well as incorpo-
rating pictures of  mu-
sic icons, the artwork 
also uses different tech-
niques and mediums 
including gold leafing, 
metal, wood, etching, 
ink and wax.

“It combines contem-
porary and historic art 
in one piece,” said Opa-
towski.

The Rock n’ Roll Art 
Show offers one-of-a-
kind pieces. They also 
create custom orders 
featuring a music icon 
of  your choice.

“Each painting is 
unique,” said Hiltz. 
“We have used the same 
photograph, but no two 
paintings are the same.”

“I don’t know of  any-

one else who does this 
sort of  thing,” added 
Opatowski. “It is so dif-
ferent in terms of  tex-
ture and colour. You’ve 
never seen anything like 

it. This is a new take on 
how art is made.”

For more information 
on the Rock n’ Roll Art 
Show, visit www.rocka-
ndrollartshow.ca. The 

artwork is also being 
sold online at the Etsy 
store and in select retail 
stores.

By AngelA gismondi
Weekly Staff Writer

Blending music and art: The Rock n’ Roll Art Show

Artists Jonathan Hiltz and Brooke Opatowski are blending their passion for art and 
music for their Rock n’ Roll Art Show. The artwork combines photos of rock and 
roll icons and paint to create a unique piece.
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